Hello volunteer,
Thank you for taking the time to knit beanies for The Brave Beanie Project. The beanies you donate will be turned into amazing custom designs for some super special kids. 
Some things to remember when knitting our beanies:
·	Remember to use only yarn brands that are extra soft for maximum comfort for sensitive heads. (Caron Simply Soft, or Bernat Softee Baby work well!)
·	    No smoking, cooking, or pets around the yarn.(these kids have very sensitive noses and we want to be cognizant of any allergies) If you have animals in the house that is fine, we just ask that you not let them lay on the beanies or yarn. Use a lint roller to remove any stray pet hair that may get onto the yarn.
Knitting Patterns for The Brave Beanie Project

Teen - small adult size beanie:
Using US size 11 (8mm) needles, Cast on 50 stitches (sts). Work in garter st (knit every row), noting first row is right side (RS) until work from beginning (beg) measures 8", ending on a wrong side (WS) row.
Shape top: 1st row: (RS). Knit 1 (K1). *Slip next 2 stitches one at a time. Pass them back onto left- hand needle, then knit through the back loops together (ssk). Knit next 2 stitches together (K2tog). K8. Repeat (rep) from * to last st. K1. 42 sts.
2nd to 4th rows: Knit.
5th row: K1. *ssk. K2tog. K6. Rep from * to last st. K1. 34 sts.
6th to 8th rows: Knit.
9th row: K1. *ssk. K2tog. K4. Rep from * to last st. K1. 26 sts.
10th to 12th rows: Knit.
13th row: K1. *ssk. K2tog. K2. Rep from * to last st. K1. 18 sts.
14th row: Knit.
15th row: K1. K2tog 8 times. Rep from * to last st. K1. 10 sts. Break yarn, leaving a long end. Draw end tightly through remaining (rem) sts and fasten securely. Sew back seam.

3 years- Preteen size beanie: 
Using US size 11 (8mm) needles, Cast on 42 stitches (sts). Work in garter st (knit every row), noting first row is right side (RS) until work from beginning (beg) measures 51⁄2" [14 cm], ending on a wrong side (WS) row.
Shape top: 1st row: (RS). Knit 1 (K1). *Slip next 2 stitches one at a time. Pass them back onto left- hand needle, then knit through the back loops together (ssk). Knit next 2 stitches together (K2tog). K6. Repeat (rep) from * to last st. K1. 34 sts.
2nd to 4th rows: Knit.
5th row: K1. *ssk. K2tog. K4. Rep from * to last st. K1. 26 sts.
6th to 8th rows: Knit.
9th row: K1. *ssk. K2tog. K2. Rep from * to last st. K1. 18 sts.
10th to 12th rows: Knit.
13th row: K1. *ssk. K2tog. K0. Rep from * to last st. K1. 10 sts.
14th row: Knit.
15th row: K1. K2tog 4 times. Rep from * to last st. K1. 6 sts. Break yarn, leaving a long end. Draw end tightly through remaining (rem) sts and fasten securely. Sew back seam.


12 months - 2 years size beanie:
Using US size 6(4mm) needles, cast on (86) sts.
1st to 4th rows:  Knit. Place marker at end of 4th row.
5th row:  Knit, inc 2 sts evenly across. 88 sts.Proceed  in  stocking  st  until  work  from  beg  measures 4½" [11.5cm], ending with a purl row. 
Shape top: 1st row: *K9. K2tog. Rep from * to end of row. 80 sts.
2nd and alt rows:  Purl.
3rd row:  *K8. K2tog. Rep from * to end of row. 72 sts.
5th row:  *K7. K2tog. Rep from * to end of row. 64 sts.
7th row:  *K6. K2tog. Rep from * to end of row. 56 sts.
9th row:  *K5. K2tog. Rep from * to end of row. 48 sts.
11th row:  *K4. K2tog. Rep from * to end of row. 40 sts.
13th row:  *K3. K2tog. Rep from * to end of row. 32 sts.
15th row:  *K2. K2tog. Rep from * to end of row. 24 sts.
16th row: Purl.
17th  row:  *K1.  K2tog.  Rep from * to end of row. 16 sts.
18th row: Purl.
Next  row:  *K2tog.  Rep  from  *  to  end of row. 8 sts.Break  yarn,  leaving  a  long  end.    Thread  end  through rem sts and fasten securely. Sew back seam. 

Starfish Pattern: 
Preferred colors: Purple, Light Greens, or Pink Starfishy colors. Think Princess Ariel, as the starfish are made for her design!
Using 2.75mm needles, cast on 10 stitches
Row 1: Knit 10
Row 2: Knit 10
Row 3: Cast off 7 stitches, knit the remaining 3 stitches
Row 4: Knit 3, now turn the needle round and now cast on 7 stitches. This splits the row to make the gaps between the legs.
Row 5: Knit 10
Row 6: Knit 10
Row 7: Cast off 7 stitches, knit the remaining 3 stitches
Row 4: Knit 3, now turn the needle round and now cast on 7 stitches.
Row 7: Knit 10
Row 8: Knit 10Row 9: Cast off 7 stitches, knit the remaining 3 stitches
Row 4: Knit 3, now turn the needle round and now cast on 7 stitches.
Row 10: Knit 10
Row 11: Knit 11
Row 12: Cast off 7 stitches, knit the remaining 3 stitches

Links for free knit beanie designs:
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/hat-43-fish-adult-size" https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/hat-43-fish-adult-size
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/shark-hat" https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/shark-hat
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/big-red-dog-earflap-hat" https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/big-red-dog-earflap-hat
https://www.yarnspirations.com/on/demandware.static/-/Sites-master-catalog-spinrite/default/dwfde2c2bd/PDF/RHK0316-021134M.pdf" https://www.yarnspirations.com/on/demandware.static/-/Sites-master-catalog-spinrite/default/dwfde2c2bd/PDF/RHK0316-021134M.pdf
http://www.b-r-a-v-e.co.uk/badgerhat.htm#" http://www.b-r-a-v-e.co.uk/badgerhat.htm#
https://lifestyle.howstuffworks.com/crafts/knitting/free-hat-knitting-patterns.htm" https://lifestyle.howstuffworks.com/crafts/knitting/free-hat-knitting-patterns.htm
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/animal-muppet-chart-and-beanie-pattern" https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/animal-muppet-chart-and-beanie-pattern
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/fox-beanie-knitting-pattern" https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/fox-beanie-knitting-pattern
https://www.yarnspirations.com/on/demandware.static/-/Sites-master-catalog-spinrite/default/dwb1465086/PDF/BRK0216-011710M.pdf" https://www.yarnspirations.com/on/demandware.static/-/Sites-master-catalog-spinrite/default/dwb1465086/PDF/BRK0216-011710M.pdf


All finished beanies or donations can be mailed to:
The Brave Beanie Project
831 Oak Ridge Ave.
State College, PA, 16801

